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1. David’s Great Expectations
a. Tina Mullis visiting Gail: Story: David & Gail Cahan.
b. David: Long trips > CD Books> Man of the House 
c. David > home with HIGH expectations! “YES!” 
d. Stormed into house to Gail. 
e. Pointing finger in her face, he said, 
1. “From now on, I’m man of this house; my word = law.
2.  Tonight U > me gourmet meal & sumptuous dessert.
3. When done eating, U draw me a bath so I > relaxing soak.
4.  When I’m finished with bath, guess who > dress me and comb my hair?”
f. Gail: David… 2 choices: Quincy Masters / Steven Overturf, at their funeral homes. = What happens: read wrong book!
2. Israel knew what it was to have expectations, but, they’d read right BOOK! All the Difference!
a.  Nation, for 100ds of years… Prophets > Word from God
b.  Woman’s Seed > Abraham > Moses’: prophet > David’s Son > Prophets
c.  But: for 400 years…~ Prophet & ~ Fresh Word…
d.  Last Prophet: Malachi (@400BC) 3:1; 4:5 "Behold, I am going to send My messenger, & he will clear the way before Me… "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great & terrible day of the LORD.
e.  Read Matthew 3:1-5   
Matthew 3:1 Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
 3 For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said, "the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'make ready the way of the Lord,  make His paths straight!'"
 4 Now John himself had a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.
 5 Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and all Judea and all the district around the Jordan; 6 and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.
3. Mat.3:1 “Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea
a. John came from God, out of the desert. He came to men only after he had undergone years of lonely preparation by God. As Alexander Maclaren said, "John leapt, as it were, into the arena full-grown and full-armed." He came, not with some opinion of his own, but with a message from God.
b. (Speaking of the Dessert Fathers 300-600AD) The desert was not a place of escape as much as…the front line of spiritual warfare; as in the Bible, a place of testing and death. It was where the heart was purified, the passions conquered, sin destroyed, and humanity renewed.
c. If these desert dwellers were alive today, they would tell us that our gospel is too small because our wills are too big. The core battleground, they argued, is the human heart. They would counsel us to declare war on the inner adversaries that hide secretly in our hearts, and to be watchful of their stealth attacks. We're wisest, they taught, when we concentrate our energies on the source of all our problems, the inner person; its selfish orientation, dark impulses, sexual preoccupations, greed, lust, anger, unforgiveness, hatred, and other "works of the flesh" (Gal. 5:19-21). Every believer still has a powerful attraction to sin. So the monks took decisive action in their reliance on God, engaging in the hard work of holiness, something they called… spiritual training. Some monks were such great trainers; they acquired the name "athletes of God" or "soldiers of Christ."
d. (Listen for JTB) At the heart of their training was repentance. They were convinced that their inner natures were so out of sync with the will of God that nothing but a strong dose of God's grace could fix them. Only repentance could clear away the stony rubble in the soil of their hearts so God's grace could take root and grow. The gospel was so alive in the dessert monks because repentance was a lifestyle for them, not a single event. Even after spending a lifetime in repentance, we hear them on their deathbeds encouraging the younger ones not to give up: "I'm only a beginner," they would say. "I've just begun to repent!" http://www.christianvisionproject.com/2008/05/the_poverty_of_love.html 
4. Saying, 2 "Repent, 4 the kingd. of heaven is at hand" 

a.  Notice what’s missing: Temple, Priests, Sacrifices, Ritual, Jerusalem, Choirs, Classes, Committees
b. Notice what’s there: Holy Spirit, Man from the Wilderness… Totally God's; Preached Word from God , Public Means
·  Kingdom of Heaven (God) is at hand! Near! Now!  “Repent”
5. 3For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said, "the voice of one crying in the wilderness, make ready the way of the Lord, make His paths straight
a. Few surfaced roads…All were built by the king, for use of the king; = "the king's highway." They were kept in repair only as the king needed them for any journey that he might make. Before a king arrived in any area, a message was sent out > people to get the king's roads ready.
b. The great highway would be built by repentance > Salvation
· Isa. 40:4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain & hill made low;       the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.
· 5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken."
c. Illustration: Our men landed at Normandy, ships fired to soften resistance and help clear a way for the liberators. = Christ!
d. Successful? Jn. 1:35-37 “John was standing with 2 of his disciples, & he looked at Jesus as He walked, & said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" The 2 disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.” 1 Was Andrew > Who found Peter
· So, God thru J.T.B. thru Andrew thru Peter to the World
e. Isa. 40:3 way of Yahweh "made straight;” in Mat. 3:3 = way of Jesus. 
6. 4 John had a garment of camel's hair & a leather belt around his waist. his food: locusts & wild honey. 
· II Ki. 1:8 “They answered him, "He was a hairy man with a leather girdle bound about his loins." He said, "It is Elijah."

· Sudden appearance, Solitary life, battle with the 'king' and wife 

· Uncompromising message of Repentance > Mt. Carmel
· Elijah… said, "How long will you hesitate between 2 opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.
7. 5 Then Jerusalem was going out to him, & all Judea & all the district around the Jordan; 6 they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.
a. As they confessed their sins.(Openly)
· Hosea “I will go away & return to My place until they acknowledge their guilt & seek My face…”
· Isaiah 6: God's holy Presence > Sees Sin > Woe is me… > Forgiven

b. Baptism in Jewish community only among Gentiles wishing to > Jews. For Jew in John’s day > baptism = "I confess that I am as far away from God as a Gentile and I need to get right with Him." = Holy Spirit!
· What a statement to Gentiles! “I need grace as much as you!”
c. If these desert dwellers were alive today, they’d tell us that our gospel is too small because our wills are too big. The core battleground, they argued, is the human heart. They would counsel us to declare war on the inner adversaries that hide secretly in our hearts, & to be watchful of their stealth attacks. We're wisest, they taught, when we concentrate our energies on the source of all our problems, the inner person; its selfish orientation, dark impulses, sexual preoccupations, greed, lust, anger, unforgiveness, hatred, & other "works of the flesh". Every believer still has a powerful attraction to sin. So the desert monks took decisive action in their reliance on God, engaging in the hard work of holiness, something they called… spiritual training. Some monks were such great trainers; they acquired the name "athletes of God" or "soldiers of Christ."

8. Why’s Matthew telling us of J. T B’s story?
a.  
All that was there is here… Scene repeated many times
b.  We need the ministry of the Plow, if NEW seed > Grow!
c.  Here: Holy Spirit > Word of God > Sins!  (I’m here!) 

· the inner person; its selfish orientation, dark impulses, sexual preoccupations, greed, lust, anger, unforgiveness, hatred, & other "works of the flesh".
d.  But… Conviction?  Hunger? Humility? > COME
9. John Wesley, Martin Luther, & John Calvin
A. John Wesley: Sermon “The Repentance of Believers”

B. THE 95 THESES by Martin Luther

· #1. When our Lord & Master Jesus Christ said, "Repent" (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.
B.  John Calvin: The Lord renews His people's senses to purity so that "they may employ their whole life in the exercise of repentance, and know that this warfare will be terminated only by death."
· Is that how you view your life?
· Is there a repentance that God is calling U to, now?

10. HYMN: “I Want a Principle Within”
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